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From you Sounded out the word of the Lord … In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad… I Thes. 1:8
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Pray, Provide and Partner  ( ( ( 
In Obedience to the Lord’s Commission to Go… Preach… Teach and Follow Me, many of the Lord’s Labourers/Servants/Fishermen/Missionaries left all and Followed their Master to the Battle front to serve Him in the regions beyond, battling with Self, Satan, Spirits and Society to Snatch and Save precious Souls from lives of Sin to live Sanctified lives for their Lord in Service unto Him. These precious Souls, in turn, hear the Lord’s voice, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? and they respond, Here am I, send Me – thus, the Cycle Commences once again for those who are obedient to His Great Commission.  (Mt. 28:19, 20; Mk. 15, 16; Mt. 4:19, 20; II Cor. 10:16; II Tim. 2:4; Eph. 6:11, 12; Jn. 16:33; Jude 23; Eph. 2:1-10; Rom. 6:16-20; Isa. 6:8)

What about those who stay behind?

They have a duty to Pray, Provide and Partner those to whom God has given the Privilege to go and to be sent out by Him. Therefore, for those of is who stay behind, we need to…

A.
PRAY for the Lord’s Servants as they Face…

· Storms

Read what Ron Low in the Philippines has to say with regard to the Storms he and others face. Read Newsflash. Refer also to the Prayer Bulletin for October 9. 

· Sicknesses

Many of the Lord’s labourers are “retired” and feeble because of age. There are others in the field who have fallen sick and have been “handicapped and hampered” in some ways in their service for the Lord. There are still others who are out in the field in spite of sicknesses they have to live with. Read Profile 2, pray for them and others.

· The Stotts in Tasmania - Gwen and Bill are feeble in memory and strength; 

· Sonny Ng carries with him his heart ailment everywhere he goes. He is officially “handicapped” medically.

· Juno, Sonny’s wife, has had two bouts with cancer – she and Sonny are serving the Lord in Blacktown, Sydney; 

· Cindy Harrison has had a back operation and is recovering in the States;

· Chuck Harrison, her husband, is still searching for the correct diagnosis for his abdominal pains affecting his service for the Lord for nearly two years already. He is now back in the States to get medical treatment.

· The Ashtons, Wilf and his wife, both have had two knee replacement surgeries, and Wilf, an operation to remove a malignant over-active thyroid as well. Their daughter, Karene battles with her cancer. At time of writing, Wilf is in Albania on an encouragement ministry to the saints there.  

· Roger Dahlberg had an operation to remove the cancerous growth in his nose.

· Sharon Low still has problems with her eczema and high cholesterol level.

· Peggy Ferry has just had a back operation. 

· Sensitive Societies and Communities. Pray for Strength and Protection to be given them.

· Loh Ah Asiau and his wife, Fee Chin, have been travelling to Cambodia, China, Kazakhstan this term

· Roger Dahlberg travels to villages in the Philippines, India, Bangladesh to supervise the work of New Hope.

· Yoong Chin and Sok Lan are in Cambodia, Ng Yu Hock, wife and son in Central China; Dr. Chua, his wife and two children are having their rest in Malaysia before returning to Cambodia next year; Annie Khoo is temporary replacing them (she is back in Malaysia in August but returning to Cambodia in September) and others in the GoWorldwide team.

· Chin Thiew Lun in Afghanistan, Eunice Tan in Bangladesh, Andrew and Donna Cowell in Indonesia.

· Dr. Colleen Redit had a surgery done on an ulcer in her foot.

These are only some of those whom we feature regularly in The ECHOS. There are numerous others who are in the field, working in very sensitive areas. They need our prayer for their protection.
B. 
Provide for the Lord’s Servants.

Those in the Battlefront can only fight their battles well when their supply lines are efficient and they are well-provided for. Those who stay behind need to sacrifice some of their “luxuries” in their “comfort zone” to supply the needs of the Lord’s servants in front. 

The Lord’s servants look to the Lord to supply their needs through His People – we are His people! The Lord can provide for all their needs. But He gives us the Privilege to Provide for them when He Prompts us as to the Time and the Nature of the Need when we can step in to help. Do not be insensitive to His still small voice. Just as those who have left all have obeyed their Master, we in the supply line need to obey our Lord when He prompts us to sacrifice.

Let us not fail Him; let us not fail those who have gone to the front.

· In these days of high travel cost, the Lord’s servants need to be provided for.

Loh Ah Asiau and Roger Dahlberg are two examples of the Lord’s servants whose world is very small as they travel from one place to another to supervise the ministries under them. Peter Ferry from Scotland travels out to Asia every year to minister to the saints in assemblies in our region. Every year the GLO lecturers from Tasmania and Australia fly out to lecture in the GLO Training School, Taiping.

· In these days of high medical fees, the Lord’s servants need to be provided for. 

Some sick servants of the Lord incur high medical expenses when they are not covered by insurance or government medical care for their citizens. Their home assemblies may not even be able to help because of their small number. Thank the Lord that a medical consultant and some Christians cared enough to bring Chuck Harrison from Indonesia over to Penang for medical consultation, treatment and stay this year. 

Giving birth to and nursing babies do not come cheap these days. Evelyn Meek would know when Annabelle came into her life in July. Lai Yan Walker and Remy Tan are expecting their babies any time now.

Sometimes even the Lord’s servants have to sacrifice what is given to them to share with others among whom they serve who might have a greater need. What Andrew Cowell did for Bp. Murjito is a case in point. [Please read Profile 3]

· In these days of high cost of living, the Lord’s servants and their families need to be provided for.

Chin Thiew Lung in Afghanistan paid USD500.00 per month for rent. Even then the landlord was asking for a raise.

Ron and Sharon face the same problem as well as many of the Lord’s servants in serving in sensitive areas.

Dr. Colleen Redit of CMCT faces this problem as she seeks to provide for the hundreds of girls under her care. John and Remy Tan are starting all over again as they return to Australia. Read Profile 8.

· In these days of high education costs, the Lord’s servants and their families need to be provided for.

One reason the Harrisons return to the States is to see that their children are properly settled down in the school system. The children left their homes for Indonesia when they were just kids. The Lows (Philippines), the Chuas (Cambodia), the Ngs (Kazakhstan), and many others have parental responsibilities too. 

· In these days of high emergency costs, the Lord’s servants need to be provided for.

Recently Ravendaran (Ravi) of Nilai Gospel Centre nearly met with a very serious accident on the road because of his car breakdown. (It broke down again in July – see Profile 2). He had to spend RM900.00 to get the car back into shape  the first time. Praise the Lord NGC knew their responsibility and met Ravi’s emergency need.

C. 
Partner the Lord’s Servants.

The Lord’s servants have high spiritual aspirations to serve the Lord; but they are still in their Flesh, that is to say, they are human. They are no different from us who stay behind. Like us, they have Feelings and Fears, Frustrations and Failures. Like us, they treasure the knowledge that others Care, are Concerned for them and can even Celebrate with them. Hence, they too need Encouragement, Enjoyment and Assurance from time to time. Be their Partners.

· Remember their Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. It means so much to them to know that when they are far away from home, there are those saints of God who take the trouble to remember these important dates in their lives.

· Pray for them on those days. 

· Send them cards – electronic or otherwise; greetings by phone or email to tell them that you remember.

Electronic greetings these days are free, fast and easy. What it takes is only the thought!

Phoning with the use of phones cards is relatively cheap at only 30 to 40 sen a minute even to US or Australia.

Short Messaging Service is cheaper still.

· However, do not stop at these auspicious days only. Any time the Lord prompts you to act as when you read The ECHOS and know of any particular need, just ACT, spare a Thought and be a Partner.

May the Lord Challenge you this day to Pray, Provide and Partner those who are out in the field for the Lord.
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